Aaguat 14. 1961 



MEMORANDUM FOR THS PRZSXOXNT 

Subject.. (!) Berlin Noaotlatlono nrf (2) Possible Roprlsale 



I Oad unanimity in your Immediate Staff for the rial* that wa should 
Uka a clear initiative for negotiation within the next week or ten 
daye •• eafely before the Nentrai Nation* Conference. Since our 
alllaa are haaltant. the lead will have to coma from you, at the 



Thla opinion ie strengthened by the border* doling epleode. which 
can be described aa one raaaon mora for calling talha .- becauae 
of the dasgeroue and explosive weakneaa It ravoala In the DOR. 

I hope you can diecuae thla general queation with Secretary Rusk 
tola afternoon. HI a profeaaionala are more cautloua, being com- 
mitted to a 4- Power proceee of planning. They ace ioim virtue 
in the r ranch argument that we ought not to talk about negotiation 
before we have reached agreement on the eubatance of our peal* 
Hon. But the truth te that we're making vary alow headway toward 
a clear poattlon, aa It let • date for negotiation would put all our 



(2) Reprleala for the Border Closlna; 

The Department'*' proposal for a rlpoota Is likely to be the ending 
of the travel permlte whic h have bean lasoed by the three powere 
In Waat Berlin to Cast Oarmana who want to visit allied or neutral 
countrlee. This was used a year ago In response to East German 
haraaamant of civilian traffic, and It worked well. No ene thinks 
it will cause a reversal of policy this time. In the light of the much 
i B | thli ,,^1, in,,., action. But It Is argued 



Oca,c 



It will give ion. pain, ■Inc. tt will eat off East Ctrmin tcctn 



o allied 



• neutral nation* which play along. 



1 find this argument unconvincing. I doubt If w* ahould taka little 
actions in reprieal agato.t thia big one, aapaelaUy whan th. punish- 
mant la unralatad to tha crime. Tha only good argument for Una 
actloa is that it haa baan discussed among tha 4 Powsra bafora aa a 
poaaibl* ratort to border- closing, and there mar ba eome Allied 
worry •«K~t our "reliability" If we don't aupport It now. 

Incidentally, I find agreement in both Joe Alsop and George Kennan 
to theae three conclusions (1) thia la aemethlng they hare alwaya 
hadthepowartodoi <2) It la aomathing they ware bound to do 
sooner or later, unleea they could control the exits from Weat 
Berlin to the Weatj (3) elnee it wa* bound to happen, it la *• wall 
to hare it happen early, aa their doing and their responsibility. 



